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Jugk Ruby, right, shoots Lee Harvey Oswald as Oswald is being transferred to county jail.

Bic/lfg%ing, but Little New Evidence

By William ClaiZurne
and George Lardner Jr.
Whashington Post Stafl Writers

The FBI yesterday made public
thousands of new documents that re-

veal Intense backstage blckering,

and infighting over how to investi-
gate President Kennedy's assassina-
tion, but apparently no startling
new eyldence about the murder.

At one point, nearly three weeks

afler the President was killed in

Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, then-FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover professed
far greater misgivings than he ever
publicly acknowledged about the
possibility that others besides Lee
Harvey Oswald may have been in-
volved.

Recounting a conversation he had
just had with Warren Commission
general counggl Lee Hankin on Dee,
12, 1963, Hoover sald in"a foyr-page
memo that morning (hat 1 pérson-
ally helieve Oswald was lhe assas-
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sin” but “the second aspect as to
whether he was the only man gives
me great concern . ..” {

But it remained unclear wilether
the canny FBl director was voicing
this fear simply for the record or
whether he was really tfoubled by
it, As evidenge of his apprehensions,
he said he {old Rankin of “several
letters” wriltten to Oswald frowr
Cuba “referring to the job he was
going to do . .."

See DOCUMENTS, AlZ2, Col. 4




FBI Papers on JFK Murder
Produce Little New Evidence

DOCUMENTS, From Al

In another memo written that day,
Hoover, however, dwelt on the suspi-
cious nature of those letters, noted
that they had been written on the
same typewriter although ostensibly
signed by different individuals, and
concluded that Lhey were apparently
“an attempted hoax,” Rankin was evi-
dently told none of this. A

The massive compllation of doeys'
ments, a total of 40,001 pages released
by the FBI under the Freedom of In-
formation Act, is full of similar puzz- -,

les and contradictigns on the gven;ﬂ";. aaf j
5 EEI; e of the dangers which Katzen-

following the Kennedy murder::;;

Another 40,000, pages Is expected
be released next'month as a Fesult
the bureau's “ProjectQualaught,
foun-month, $2.8 million effory td ras
duce its huge. backlog sof - POTA pe:
quests. FBI officials said .fhe. r i
of the Kennedy papers al ‘covering’
more than 200/vol cost, by con:
servative estimate, at least $188,000,

Many of the papers released yester-
day had been previously made publie

" aver the years, but these were re-re-
leased together with the new docu-
ments without . any dig on. Un-

~tounted pages bearing on the Ken-
nedy assassination in key FRBI field of-
fices, such as Dallas and Néw Orleans,

+are still locked up. The files being re-
leased consist solely of FBI headquay-
ters documents in three categories:
the JFK assassination, Lee Harvey Os.
wald and Jack Ruby. | | .

Just three days after the assassina-)
tion, high-ranking FBI officials began
already to reflect in their internal cor.
respondence the frustration of trying
to prove, in effeet, a negative proposi-
tion—that a foreign conspiracy did
not exist,

Courtney Evans, a top aide to Ho-
over, mused about a telephone conver-
sation he had with then Deputy Attor-
ney General Nicholas B. Katzen-
bach, in which the two discussed the
pending bureau report and the pres-
sures to make the findings of the in-
vestigation public. 2

“We are being called upon, in many
instances, to prove the negative, Kat-
zenbach notes it is more difficult to
prove that something did not happen
than it is to prove that it did happen.

“From the facts disclosed in our in-
vestigation, there is no Question that
we can submit in our report convine-
ing evidence beyond any doubt show-
ing Oswald was the man who killed
President Kennedy,” Evans said. But,
he allowed, “We must be factual and
recognize that a matter of this magni-
tude cannot be fully investigated in a
week’s time.” §

"
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A hanawritten notation—tne writer
urknown—added, “Just how long do
you estimate it will take. It seems to
me we have the basic facts now.”

The next day, Evans wrote another
memo to Hoover aide Alan -
mont repeating not only Katzenbach’s
concern for a speedy report of the
FBI's findings, hut also mounting wor-
rles about press speculation about a
¢onspiracy.

“'Ope of the dangers Katzenbach
clted, according to this
that an inquiry by state officials in

'ﬂ;‘gg;iw!i_mg?delve Into the sensitive

8 motjves.

sees 1. the possibility that the
“plate hearing . . . may develop some
“Pertinent information not now
v known,"” Evans wrote;
" _In an effort W minimize that dan-
w8er, he said, he dispatched a Justice
“Department official to talk with Texas
officials “to have them restriet their
hearing to the proposition of showing
merely that Oswald killed the
President . . . He hopes to avold the
state hearing going into the question
of motive or trying to resolve the
communist angle,”

The same memo revealed that Katz-
enbach had learned, “on an extremely
confidential hasis,” that Washington
attorney Abe Fortas, a confidant of
President Johnson, had talked with
Johnson and argued against the idea
of having a presidentia] commigsion
look into the assassination.

Fortas' argument, according to
Evans, was that even to announce
such a commission would suggest
there was more to the assassination
than one man acting alone, and that
it would also call into question the
effectiveness of the FBI.

‘Fortas, of course, is no friend of
the bureau and there would appear
to be some obvious underhanded mo-
tive in his using us in his argument,
although we don’t know what this is,”
the Hoover aide said. P

The Evans remark ran counter to a
widespread assumption that Fortas

Wwas a principal advoeate of the -
tion of the Warren Cl:m'unllaln.'an.crea

Signs of internal rivalry and occas-
sional bickering among the highest
levels of the assassination probe be-
gan to develop just a few weeks after
the President was slain,

For instance, on Dec. 2, Katzenbach
telephoned Evans, according to g
memorandum of Conversation, and
sald that (élhid Justice Earl Warren
was “strongly opposing” ublica-
tion of the still lncomplet:ngnllj report
on the agsassination, Warren felt so
strongly about it Katzenbach 1{s
quoted as saying, that he would resign
from the commission if anything was

released.

The memo went on to say that Kat-
zénbach also regarded Warren Olney,
who was being consideted as chief
counsel to the commission, as-
“undesirable” for the post. His rea-
sons were not spelled out.

The next day, Cartha (Deke) De-
Loach, assistant FBI director, re-
ported in a memo that Katzenbach
had called him and said he believed
that Olney had “definitely been
dumped,” and that he had glven the.
go-ahead for the appointment.of Lea .
Rankin as general counsel.

Occasionally testy discussions also
developed at the Justice Department
and the White House over t.hz form of
a press release that was to be issued
concerning the investigation.

According  to a Dec. # DeLoach
memo, Hoover felt “strongly” that
only the firs{ paragraph of a proposed
press releasc—asserting blandly that
an FBI report had been transmitted
to the commission — should be re-
leased. ]

However, Katzenbach is quoted as
saying there was a “stalemate” at the
White House in connection with the
release, with Fortas arguing that the
entire release should be issued.

Fortas' & gument, DeLoach wrote,
was that “specu:ation, rumors and
gossip should be dispelled right now.

“He claimed that it made no differ-
ence that the presidential commission
would preseat findings to the Presi- )
dent and the general public. He felt
rumors concerning collusion between
Ruby and Oswald, also concerning in-
ternational conspiracy, should be hit
hard now," DeLoach wrote.

As a resull of the bickering, he said,
there would be no press release. In-
stead, Katzenbach was to write a Jet-
ter to Warren and each commission
member appealing for a quick report
s0 that rumors and speculation could
be eliminated.

Referring to Katzenbach's letter,
DeLoach said, “He goes on to point
out that (the) investigation thus far
has nailed down the point that Oswald
assassinated the President and had no
assistance. He further mentions that
Ruby operated strictly as an “individ-
ual and had no assistance. He points
out that there Is no evidence of collu-
sion or international intrigue.”

Interestingly, the suppresssd press
release dld not seem worthy of so
much bureaucratic anguish.

It mrely stated that an FBI report
had been sent to the commission, and
that the Justice Department was ot
the opinion that scientific ebamina-
tlon of evidence had established that
Oswald shot Kennedy, It also said
that no evidence had_been uncovered



to date of a conspiracy involving any
persuns, including Jack Ruby, but that
this aspect of the prohe ymuld be in-
vestigated further.
The letters Hoover cited ta Rankln
as potential indicators of a conspiracy
pointing toward Cuban Premier Fidel
Castro concerned a so-called Pedro or
Peter Charles. Hoover said he told
Rankin that they alluded to Oswald's
“good marksmanship” | and stated
“when it was all over, he [Oswald]
would be brought back to Cuba and
presented to the chief” Hoover sald
it was not certain that “the chief”
was Castro, but suggested that the
letters were sufficient reason for his
strongly urging Rankin at that point
in the inqiiry “that we not reach con-'
clusion Oswald was the only man.”

Rosario Molina,” asserted that Oswald
had killed the President at the direc-
tion of Pedro Charles, a Castro agent
who was supposed to have met Os-

wald in Miami some two months earli- .

er and paid him $7,000.

The FBI's Intelligence Division re-
ported on Dec. 11, 1963, however, that
both letters had been written on the
same Remington typewriter, that the
same type pen and ink had been used
to sign both letters, and that the two
postmark contained the same Arregu-
hritlu

ter representl an attempted hoax, pos-
sib perpetrated by some anti-Castru
group seeking to attach blame to the
| Castro government,” the FB.I'

‘Despite all that, the FBI laboratory , Wannall, informed hig
had by then made ‘d thorough exami." fu““f' m""11“1,]'!. ?U Sum:;'
natlon of the Charles letter, which |
was dated Nov. 10, 1063, hnt not post- . . prw Jmext day, fn-
marked in Havana un >’!8. 1963, oné' d‘ﬂa osed memas
and compared ~1-ttg,}‘_ : that ﬂt
also postmarked in Havm D4 bﬂ
28, 1963, and addressed to Attnmy ]
General Robert F. Kenn , but ldiﬁng t
The first letter;, from m t had,

“Friend Lee,” wis lnw.'cﬂphd" 3
las Dec, 5, 1963,
a new dIscI
such a way s to mﬁt that Onwam
had been paid oft by in Miami |
" to ecarry out an nﬂldohl
that involved accurate shooting.
'I'heotberlctt.nr dated Nov. 27, 1063,

.nd addresses to Robert Kennedy by
someone calling himself “Mario del

llhedtobealertlnrmyslm

t to get to V
It was wﬂtten wﬁwﬂ“ m Iener b?dz

'I'ﬁera was no indication In tl;q
documents reviewed ycnterday thlt
he ever did.

Rich in detail, the documents mr
, tray a thoroughness which seems to
transcend even the FBI's reputation

for ‘attention ilo detail. No matter
how obscure or ambiguous, each’ lead
was tracked down with personal in-
terviews, tireless background checks
and a mmlng obsession for complete-

The Warren Commission encom‘
aged such thoroughness, as Rankin
wrote Increasing numbers of letters.
to the FBI telling it about new tips
received or claimg of overheard con .
versations,

At one point, FBI officials seemed_

f with what
. ) aseiiis: alas kit thh e to show minor annoyance w

the commission was forwarding
the bureau.

“From general appearances of f.hl.l
communication, it would appear the
correspondent has little, if any in-
formation . . . and might also be a
mental case,” the FBI sald of one
letter-writer. “However, In view of
the commission's request, it is not
felt we have eny alternative but to
handle the request,” the memo added.

No matter who was brought to the
bureau's attention—or no matter for
what purpose—the subject would be
checked out. Somebody at American
Broadeasting Co. sent Hoover a com-
plimentary record album with key
broadcasts about the Dallas tragedy,
and enclosed a form letter saying it.
was from ABC-Paramount Theaters
President Leonard H. Goldensomn.
Hoover wrote a cordial letter of
thanks, to which a bureau offlcial
attached the note, “Bufiles [buresu
files] contain no derogatory Informa-
tion regarding Mr. Goldenson. =~ %
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